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THE MUSICAL TIMES.— September 1, 1858. 



HEREFORD MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 

The 135th meeting of the three Choirs of Hereford, 
Worcester, and Gloucester, was held at Hereford, on 
Tuesday, the 24th of August, and three following days. 
Our necessarily-limited space prevents us entering so fully 
into the details of the performances as we could have de- 
sired, and as their merits would have justified ; however, 
we have much pleasure in giving the following brief re- 
port, which will enable our readers to gather some ideas 
with reference to the performances at the present Festival. 

The pieces performed in the morning on the first day 
consisted of Handel's Dettingen Te Deum ; a Jubilate by 
Mr. G. Townshend Smith, the Conductor ; Mendelssohn's 
As the Hart paws ; and an Anthem, " The Lord is the 
true God" (bass solo and chorus), composed by the Rev. 
Sir F. G. Ouseley, Bart., Precentor of the Cathedral. The 
principal parts were sung by Madame Weiss, Mrs. Clare 
Hepworth, Miss Lascelles, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Montem 
Smith, and Mr. Weiss. In the evening, a Miscellaneous 
Concert took place at the Shire Hall, at which, in addition 
to the artistes already named, appeared Madame Clara 
Novello, Madame Viardot Garcia, Miss Louisa Vinning, 
and Mr. Sims Reeves. The programme was varied and 
interesting* comprising in the instrumental parts Mozart's 
Jupiter Symphony and the Overture to Guillamme Tell 
(both admirably played by the band, which was led by 
Mr. H. Blagrove), and in the other parts an excellent se- 
lection from Mozart's Clemema de Tito, together with a 
choice assortment of Duets and Solos, which were admi- 
rably sung. Amongst the latter must be mentioned 
Verdi's Cavatina, " Ah forse e lui," sung by Miss Vinning ; 
a Duet iu Spanish, 6ung by Mesdames Novello and Viardot, 
both of which were warmly encored; also a charming 
Ballad by Whittaker, " Oh say not woman's heart is 
bought," sungwith much sweetness by Mr. Montem Smith. 

Wednesday morning was devoted entirely to Mendels- 
sohn's Eli}'ah,the principal parts being apportioned between 
the whole of the vocalists engaged for the Festival. The 
Oratorio was admirably sung, the principal singers and 
the chorus seeming to vie with each other in the struggle 
for perfection. Amongst the pieces that were repeated 
pursuant to signal from the Bishop, may be mentioned the 
quartett, " Cast thy burthen ;" the trio, " Lift thine eyes" 
(sung by Madame Novello, Mrs. Hepworth, and Madame 
Viardot Garcia) j " O rest in the Lord;" " Then shall the 
righteous;" and "O come, every one that thirsteth." 
The quartett, " Holy, holy," deserves special mention, it 
having been sung in a superior manner by Mesdames 
Novello, Hepworth, Lane, and Garcia, with chorus. In 
the evening another Miscellaneous Concert took place at 
the Shire Hall, which was followed by a Ball. The Con- 
cert drew a very fashionable audience, amongst whom we 
observed the Bishop of London, and many of the elite of 
the counties of Hereford and Gloucester. 

On Thursday morning, the performances at the Cathe- 
dral comprised a selection from Mendelssohn's Athaliah, 
Rossini's Stabat Mater (English version), and the first two 
parts of the Creation. The attendance was much fuller than 
on the two preceding days. All the music was exceedingly 
well done. Amongst the pieces repeated at the request of 
the Bishop, were the trio in Athaliah, " Hearts that feel," 
and the solos in the Stabat, " Lord, vouchsafe thy loving 
kindness," and " I will sing." The War March of the 
priests, in Athaliah, was played magnificently by the band. 
The bass solos in the Creation were divided between Mr. 
Weiss and Mr. Thomas, who sang with remarkable steadi- 
ness and precision. In the evening, another concert took 
place in the Shire Hall, but which does not call for any 
special report. 

On Friday morning was performed the Messiah, for 
which nearly all the reserved seats had been taken some 
days previously. Most of the principal singers assisted. 
In the evening there was a Grand Dress Ball, which 
brought the Festival to a conclusion. 

We cannot close this report without alluding to the fact 
of the Festival having taken place this year through the 



untiring exertions of the conductor, Mr. G. Townshend 
Smith, who has spared no labor to continue these meetings 
without interruption ; to him is also due great praise for 
selecting the best English talent for these performances 
the principal vocalists being (with one exception) all 
English, and such as were well acquainted with the music 
to be performed. Madame Novello and Messrs. Reeves 
and Weiss were quite at home in their parts, and received 
the highest praise. At the evening concerts, Miss Louisa 
Vinning gained her laurels, — she was frequently encored 
and her singing was admired by all. Madame Novello 
and Madame Garcia were particularly happy in the Spanish 
duet, " El vestido azul," which gave great satisfaction, and 
was re-demanded. We must not omit to mention Mrs. 
Clare Hepworth, who on this occasion produced a good 
impression, and was warmly encored in an old Jacobite 
song, "I know who," on Wednesday evening ; she also 
sang the parts allotted to her in the morning performances 
in a very careful and artistic manner. Of all the vocalists 
who were engaged, we can also speak favorably, they 
having sung in their best style. Owing to our going to 
press before we could get particulars of the last day's per- 
formance, we are unable to give in the present Number a 
correct statement of the receipts ; but as the attendance 
was good, there is no doubt this Festival will be very 
successful. 



Brief Chronicle of the last fttonth. 



Aberdeen. — The Harmonic Choir had an " open 
night" for their friends at the Mechanics' Hall on the 
27th July. There was a numerous and influential assem- 
blage present, and the Hall was crowded. The programme 
consisted of a good selection of part-songs, glees, madri- 
gals, &c. The singing was marked by accurate and dis- 
tinct enunciation ; the points were well taken up ; and 
there was a general finish of execution. The accompani- 
ments were judiciously played upon the pianoforte by 
Miss M. Wilson. Mr. Carnie is the conductor of the 
Choir. 

Ashbourne. — A new and very fine-toned organ, con- 
structed by Messrs. Hill, is about to be erected in the 
Parish Church. It is said to be an excellent instrument. 

Bridgend. — A morning performance of sacred music 
took place in the Town Hall on Wednesday, August 18th; 
and in the evening a miscellaneous concert. The prin- 
cipal vocalists were Mrs. Clare Hepworth, Miss Phelps, 
Mis3 Lane, Mr. Hargrave, and Mr. Amos Richards. 
Conductor, Mr. Amott. 

Bury. — On the 19th ult. the members and friends of the 
Apollo Glee Club held their annual pic-nic party in the 
grounds of Heaton Park, by the kind permission of the 
Earl and Countess of Wilton. The glees selected for the 
occasion were sung with much precision, under the 
management of Mr. Leeming, the pianist and conductor of 
the club. 

Crystal Palace.— On the 30th of July, the second of 
the " Festival Concerts," under the direction of M. 
Benedict, took place at the Palace, and attracted an im- 
mense concourse. The chorus and band, as before, num- 
bered nearly one thousand singers and players. The 
vocalists were Madame RudersdorfF, Madame Weiss, Miss 
Louisa Pyne, and Miss Stebbach ; Mr. Sims Reeves, Mr. 
W. Cooper, and Mr. Weiss. Miss Arabella Goddard and 
Mr. Benedict performed on the pianoforte ; and the music 
throughout was well and effectively executed. — On the 
4th ultimo, the Children of the Metropolitan Charity 
Schools, to the number of 4600, performed various hymns 
and chorales. The singing and unanimity of the children 
was extraordinary; the voices sounded clear, fresh, and 
powerful, and the effect was excellent. Mr. G. Cooper 
played several voluntaries on the organ in a masterly 
manner; and the whole was under the direction of Mr. 
Bates, of St. Paul's Cathedral, who deseived great praise 
for the ability with which he had trained the Choir. 



